CHAPTER IX
RELIGIOUS DOUBT AND RELIGION

TO form a just estimate of the real religious
situation, we must not assume that every-
thing which is unsatisfactory now was
ideal at the end of the Second Empire. The
AthSisme et le p6ril social1 of Bishop Dupanloup
paints a dismal picture of the religious situation
at that time. The sermons of Protestant preach-
ers present no brighter outlook.2 That of Pere
Didon, in 1867, is no more hopeful than that
which a Dominican would draw now.3 A for-
mer member of the same order, writing upon the
Commune at its very close, said, "What, then,
is a people without a God? Philosophers had
endeavoured to say, but facts have revealed it
with a reality that defies words. The demon-
stration of social atheism is finished. Provi-
dence gave it for an hour the grandest of thea-
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a See Edmond de Pressense", Discours religieux; Eugene Bersier,
Sermons, vol. I, II, and III.
3 Raynaud (Pere Stanislas), Le Plre Didon, p. 52.
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